CEDARS#

HOME FOR CHILDREN FOUNDATION

PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT 2016 - 2017




A MESSAGE FROM JIM BLUE

Each day, over one thousand children and youth
participate in CEDARS programs. Each one has a
story.

Our devoted staff are dedicated to carrying out
our mission and work every day to provide safety
and stability to these vulnerable children and
help them write their next chapter— a chapter
full of hope and optimism.

While we know there are far too many children
and youth experiencing crisis, we also know that
the nationally accredited services at CEDARS can
and do change the lives of kids every day. | am so
grateful this organization exists to help children,

youth and families improve their lives— and
their stories.

| am also very grateful to our loyal supporters
like you who make it possible for us to care for so
many children and families in crisis. Truthfully, it
could not happen without you.

Your generosity to CEDARS, large or small,
makes all the difference.

Jim Blue
President/CEO



WHO WE SERVE

CEDARS Home for Children has been supporting children, youth
and families for 70 years and remains committed to helping kids
in crisis and building strong families. CEDARS mission is to help
abused, neglected and homeless children and youth achieve
safety, stability and enduring family relationships.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH WHO ARE UNABLETO LIVE
AT HOME. For those children and youth unable to live at home
due to neglect, abuse, homelessness, running away, or other
family crises, CEDARS provides an array of safe places to stay

that offer structure and support while working to facilitate a successful transition
to a permanent living situation.
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UNDER-RESOURCED FAMILIES AND FAMILIES
EXPERIENCING CRISIS. Family resources focus on
maintaining healthy connections and helping families remain
togetherwith services designed to help the entire family. CEDARS
also provides children with early and ongoing developmental

opportunities in an inclusive, diverse environment to help them become better
learners in nationally accredited classrooms.

YOUTH INVOLVED IN THE JUVENILE JUSTICE
PROGRAM. Foryouth who are at risk for, orwho have committed
law violations, CEDARS provides positive development programs
to prevent subsequent law violations and prepare them to live

successfully in the community. Youth receive support in the areas of education,
employment, basic living skills, crisis intervention, and healthy relationships.



CEDARS BY THE NUMBERS

When CEDARS was established 70 years ago, our founders knew

that too many children in our community suffered physical abuse,
neglect, homelessness and instability. This is still true today. The
work we do to bring safety and stability to children remains as
important as ever. Each day CEDARS serves nearly 1,000 children
and youth.

FISCALYEAR 2016-2017
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Total individuals served

2,754

Total families served

261
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These numbers

represent a

10%

increase in total
number of children
served since last year

. /

Youth involved
in juvenile
justice system

25%

Children and
youth unable

to live at home

35%

Under-resourced
families and families
experiencing crisis

40%

CEDARS provided out-of-home care for 727 youth for

89,709 days of care.

* note some services overlap



210 safety kits, which included
items like car seats, smoke detectors,
and baby gates, were distributed to

help keep families safe.

82% of children and youth were
discharged from CEDARS emergency
shelter back home or to a more

permanent living arrangement.

On average, 236 kids were served
in CEDARS foster homes each day.
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WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING

We know that our work is impacting children and families every

day. And we take great pride in caring for these families with
integrity and professionalism. Each year, CEDARS surveys the
kids, families and partners we work with to ensure that they agree
they are receiving exceptional care. Here are a few highlights from
their feedback.

(o)
100/0 of parents* surveyed agreed with these statements:
| felt my child was safe in CEDARS care and
| am satisfied with the support my child received from CEDARS

and found the service helpful

A 95% of youth in foster care felt satisfied with the support they
received at CEDARS (the other 5% indicated neutrality to the
'
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statement)

(o) .
100/0 of referrals to CEDARS Family Support program were
satisfied with the support their client received at CEDARS.

A few comments from the survey:

“I'm a lot happier here.” - CEDARS foster care youth
“CEDARS staff have very thorough communication, which is very helpful!” - referral
“l like that it was a comfortable place with lots of fun people” - CEDARS youth

“[l like] being able to call or text with problems or concerns.” - CEDARS foster parent

* parents of a child in out of home or emergency services






CEDARS helps
families near a
breaking point

remain
together

Amy’s Story

Amy felt overwhelmed trying to provide
for her family. She often didn’t know where
the next meal would come from. With
the holidays approaching, Amy knew she
wouldn't be able to give her children gifts,
and dreaded seeing their disappointed faces.

CEDARS helped Amy establish a monthly
budget and healthy meal planning, and shared
parenting tools to help her understand the
normal development of her young children.

After learning a consistent style of parenting,
Amy felt more confident in providing for her
family. Her children are growing up in a safe,
loving home.

And thanks to generous donors, the children
also had the joy of opening holiday gifts.




CEDARS helps
youth facing homelessness
find safe ways to

leave the
streets

Aisha’s Story

At 17, Aisha found herself living in her car
while trying to finish high school. She was
frightened and on-guard all of the time. She
couldn’t concentrate on an empty stomach,
and her grades had dropped drastically
because of it. Worry about her future kept
her awake at night.

Without pressure or judgment the CEDARS
Street Outreach team offered her safe
ways to leave the streets. Team members
kept in contact with her to ensure she had

food, hygiene products and gas for her
car. Once she understood that our team
could be trusted, Aisha transitioned to
safe, permanent housing through CEDARS
Bridges Transitional Living Program.

Free of the anxieties of facing homelessness,
Aisha’s outlook has skyrocketed. She plans
to graduate from high school and pursue a
college education.
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Providing refuge to
kids with no other

safe
place

to stay is the core of
CEDARS mission.

Piper’s Story

CEDARS Pioneers Center
unaccompanied

is the only
emergency shelter for
youth in Southeast Nebraska. When a
youth, like Piper, has no other safe place to
spend the night, CEDARS is able to provide
a bed, meals, group activities, and in certain
situations, therapeutic support until safe,
permanent housing can be arranged.

When Piper came to CEDARS, the only
belongings she had were carried in a trash

bag. The CEDARS team quickly replaced it
with a duffle bag filled with new essentials,
which provided Piper a real sense of dignity.

When arrangements were secured for
Piper to move in with relatives nearby, she
excitedly packed her belongings into her
new duffle bag that she could proudly carry
to her new home.



FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

CEDARS Consolidated Financial Highlights

(Fiscal Year End June 30, 2017)

ASSETS & LIABILITIES

Total Assets
Total Liabilities

Total Net Assets

REVENUES
Contributions & Support
Grant & Service Revenue

Investment Income

TOTAL REVENUES

$32,109,915
$ 2,286,126

$29,823,789

$ 1,474,397
$10,575,488
$ 3,077,310

$15,127,195

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

CEDARS Program Expenses
(Fiscal Year End June 30, 2017)

PROGRAM SERVICES

Out of Home & Emergency Services
Family Resources & Education
Juvenile Justice

Evaluation

Shared Indirect

Total Program Services

SUPPORTIVE SERVICES

Management & General
Fundraising

TOTAL EXPENSES

$5,488,986
$2,722,422
$1,543,914
$ 111,091
$1,603,092

$11,469,505

$ 969,035
$ 452,137

$12,890,677



DONOR SUPPORT

The important work of helping kids in crisis and building strong

families would not be possible without the generosity of our loyal
donors. They play an integral role in ensuring that we are able to
open our doors to vulnerable children for years to come.

CEDARS Home for Children Foundation exists to raise funds in
support of CEDARS mission. The Foundation works with donors
both locally and across the nation to support the thousands of
children who receive care from CEDARS each year. The CEDARS
Home for Children Foundation is committed to the highest quality
stewardship of the gifts given by its donors. Eighty-nine percent
of every dollar raised is used to meet the direct needs of children
through CEDARS various programs.

Our special Circle of Life donors of distinction lay the groundwork for future
generations by leaving a lasting legacy that will live on in perpetuity. These
individuals have planned a gift to ensure that CEDARS will always be here to

provide care to children in need.

lrene and Eilif Andersen

James and Susanne Blue

Reed and Joyce Bowlby

Gale and Becky Breed

Mr. Richard S. Brejtfus

Mr. Dale N. Brinkman

Ms. Anne E. Brown

Steve and Tricia Burt

Andrew J. Campbell

June Campbell

Kathy and Dick Campbell

Robert and Candace Campbell

Mr. Ralph W. Chapple

Tracy Christensen

Mrs. Birdean L. Christoffersen

Debra J. Davis

Rebecca Dittrich

Mr. Harold W. Dorough

Dean and Beth Dumler

Mrs. R. Nell Falbo

Mr. Donald J. Fenlason

Gerry and Deane Finnegan

Connie and Jack Geist

Ms. Helen I. German

Mr. Earl F. Godfrey

John Goldrich and Shelly
Hurst - Goldrich

Roger and Sharon Graff

Miss Rose M. Gripp

Randy and Sheri Haas

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Hannon
Mr. and Mrs. Donal Hansen
Mr. Herbert L. Harger

Barb and Phil Heckman

Mrs. Fern V. Heim

Jerry Holtorf and Linda Bargen
Becky and Paul Huebner

John Hurd

Dallas and Tish Jones

Miss Janet Jones

Lyle and Doris Jones

Betty Kechley

Tom and Leslie Kess

Don and Paula Kucera

John and Sheila Kuchta

Mrs. Virginia Kunc

Meagan and John Liesveld

Mr. William Loeb, Jr.

Jim and Georgianne Mastera
Wynn and Sheila Mehlhaff
Anthony and Carmen Messineo
Paul Miano

Janice and Mick Mickle
Kristine and Scott Morton

Drs. Matthias and Cordelia Okoye
Miss Jane C. Packer

Mrs. Odette Pantelich

Becky Perrett

Ms. Janine |. Petersen

Mrs. Joan Phillips

Dr. and Mrs. Richard L. Powell
Mr. Dick Qualsett

Mr. Edgar C. Raber

Tina and Jeff Rhode

E.L. Richardson

Mr. Waymon M. Roberts, Jr.
Cindy and Dan Rudolph
Mrs. Virginia Ryan

Jeanne and Bart Scott

Paul W. Sherwood

Mrs. Leona Simanek

Mark Stephens

Dean Stockfeld

Mr. Donald L. Stripling
Kent and Sara Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Tittler
Mr. Mike Tuft

Ms. Angela K. Vaccaro
Mary and Rose Villani

Chris and Michelle Wagner
Jan Wahl

Vera and Doris Waldschmidt
Ms. Velma Wallner

Diann Weller

Cindy and Jeff Yost

Mrs. Marge Young

Philip and Amy Young

Jan Zoucha



Each year, CEDARS pays tribute to our friends who have made significant contributions to the children

of CEDARS through the years. They are honored here as Lifetime Benefactors.

Titanium Benefactors
($1,000,000 or more)
Elizabeth Binney Charitable
Foundation
Platinum Benefactors
($250,000 - $999,999)
Cedric H. & Nina K. Yoder
Memorial Cedars Fund
Mr. Donald J. Fenlason
Harry Heller Jr. Residual
Charitable Trust
Imperial Foundation
Lyle and Doris Jones
Joseph & Evelyn Pertusati
Charitable Trust
Peter Kiewit Foundation
Mr. Dick Qualsett
Rosemary M. Lee & Joseph
Kayser Memorial Trust
Samuel E. Petz Charitable
Remainder Trust
The Smith Family
Mrs. Marge Young
Diamond Benefactors
($150,000 - $249,999)
Albert A. Walters Charitable Trust
Claud D. Steffenhagen
Dillon Foundation
Ms. Helen |. German
Lincoln Community Foundation
Nationwide Foundation
Rogers Foundation
Sandhills Publishing
Emerald Benefactors
($100,000 - $149,999)
Cooper Foundation
Chris and Ron Harris
Michael L. Jeffrey Family
Kappa Delta Sorority
Mrs. LaVonne D. Kay

The Peterson Family Trust

Reginald and Marie Troncone
Endowed Fund

United Way of Lincoln &
Lancaster County

Valentino’s of America, Inc.

Wells Fargo Foundation

Pearl Benefactors

($75,000 - $99,999)

Abel Foundation

Ameritas Charitable Foundation

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska

Ethel S. Abbott Foundation

John Frisone & Linda Jeffrey

Mr. Earl F. Godfrey

Herbert A. & Adrian W. Woods Trust

Mrs. Betty Kechley

Vonnie Kuijvenhoven

Robert and Mildred Baynard Trust

SCHEELS Sports

Daniel J. Till

Woods Charitable Fund, Inc.

Gold Benefactors

($50,000 - $74,999)

Assurity Life Insurance Company

Bryan Health Employees
Community Sharing Fund

Community Health Endowment
of Lincoln

Mr. Harold W. Dorough

John and Sheila Kuchta

Lincoln Haymarket Development
Corporation

Steve Martin and Dr. Amy Haddad

State Farm Insurance

T.0. Haas Tire

The Don and Nancy Bouc
Charitable Fund

Mr. Mike Tuft

Union Bank & Trust Company

Ms. Angela K. Vaccaro

Silver Benefactors

($25,000 - $49,999)

Mr. Bruce E. Anderson

Mrs. Peg Arendt

Barclay Construction Company, LLC

Baylor Evnen

Benefit Professionals, Inc.

Mrs. Birdean L. Christoffersen

Mr. Dale N. Brinkman

Kathy and Dick Campbell

Cornhusker Bank

Steve and Kathy Dickey

Rebecca Dittrich

Dolezal Family Foundation

DuTeau Chevrolet

Edward and Lida Robinson
Charitable Trust

Foresters Cornhusker Branch 164

Connie and Jack Geist

Jani and David Gentry

Mr. James M. Gray

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Hannon

Helen A. Pearson Charitable Trust

Becky and Paul Huebner

John Hurd

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon L. Johnson

Don and Paula Kucera

Mrs. Virginia Kunc

Jim and Georgianne Mastera

McDonald’'s Corporation

Miriam Moeller Charitable Trust

Nelnet

Pinnacle Bank

Brad and Katie Provancha

Mr. Edgar C. Raber

Resolution Life (Lincoln Benefit Life)

Mr. Waymon M. Roberts, Jr.

Col. and Mrs. Walter J. Schell

Mrs. Jean Steinacher




Stuart Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Stump
Talent +

Kent and Sara Thompson

Ms. Elizabeth M. Tinter

US Bank Private Client Group
World's Foremost Bank
Bronze Benefactors

($10,000 - $24,999)

Alpha Tau Omega

Rick and Rae Artz

B & F Fabricating, Inc.

B & R Stores, Inc.

Mr. Charles N. Baker

Mr. and Mrs. Loy Baumann
Ben C. Delatour Foundation
Mrs. Ruby Bentley

Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Bergami
Mrs. LaVerne Bish

Bison Inc.

Timothy and Cynthia Bittinger
Cathrine and John Blair
James and Susie Blue

BNSF Railway Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. John F. Boomer
Mr. Raymond Borchers

Mr. John D. Brown

Robert and Candace Campbell
Celerion

Kim Chambers

Mr. Edwin Coates
Commercial Investment Properties
Cox Foundation

D.A. Davidson & Co.

David J. Mueller Memorial Fund
Ms. Louise Derricks

Design Data

Robert and Carrie Ediger

Mr. Laurence P. Eggers

Dr. Renee and Joe Engler

Dr. Paul and Bernadett Esposito
Farmers Mutual of Nebraska
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Dallam G.

Ferneyhough

Amy H. Frohn

David and Anne Frye
General Dynamics

Mr. Dave George

Ms. Delores A. Gladbach

Mr. and Mrs. Roger H. Graff
Dr. Charles and Carolyn Gregorius
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Guard
Randy and Sheri Haas

Mr. George L. Hamilton

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Hannon
Bob and Marilyn Harris
Glenn and Christine Hills

Liz and Frank Hilsabeck

Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters
Hugo A. and Thelma Aspegren
Charitable Trust Foundation
Mr. Marvin F. Hull

J. C. Seacrest Fund

Mrs. Lena W. Jaber

Jersey Mike's

INSPRO, Inc.

Kinder Porter Scott Family Foundation

Christie and Adam Klingenberg
Ms. Crystal Klockenga

Doug and Mary Lienemann
Rosanne Liesveld

Lincoln Rotary Club #14
Lincoln Sertoma Club

Ms. Catherine Lloyd

Mr. James T. McGinley

Wynn and Sheila Mehlhaff
Mrs. Sandra Miller

Molex

Mutual of Omaha

Nationwide

Mrs. Betty Paulsen

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Peed
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts
Mrs. Joan Phillips

Tina and Jeff Rhode

Mrs. Jean R. Rhodes

Mr. E.L. Richardson

James and Jill Richardson

Mr. Curt Roberts

Cindy and Dan Rudolph

Runza® National

Dr. Robyn Ryan

Mrs. Virginia Ryan

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Salzer

Sam'’s Club

Tom and Chris Schleich

Mr. Arthur M. Schwabe

Shopko

Miss Doreen Siebert

Mr. Robert L. Skinker

Smith Barney

Mr. Howard F. Snure, Jr.

SolutionOne

St. Anthony Foundation

St. Paul’'s Lutheran Church

Mark Stephens

Doug Stock & Sara Jane Schroeder

Mr. Vincent J. Sullivan

Ms. Irene H. Szurgot

T.0O. Haas Tire Employees

Teledyne Isco, Inc.

The For All Kids Foundation

The Hilda and Preston Davis
Foundation

The Lee & Mary Volkmer Family
Foundation

The Leroy M. Inglis Charitable Trust

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Tittler

Tracy’s Collision Center

Mr. and Mrs. Max True

US Bank

W. K. Kellogg Foundation

Wal-Mart Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Warren K. Washburn

Chad and Susan Whitmore

Ross and Judy Wilcox

Ms. Alida P. Wind

Windstream Communications

Zoeftis

An additional thanks to these contributors for their support and partnership

in caring for children, youth, and families.

City of Lincoln

Lancaster County Human Services
Lincoln/Lancaster County Health Department

Lincoln Public Schools

Nebraska Office of Juvenile Probation
Nebraska Children & Families Foundation

Nebraska Crime Commission

Nebraska Department of Health

& Human Services

Nebraska Department of Education

Region V

Sixpence

United Way of Lincoln & Lancaster County
US Dept of Health & Human Services

US Dept of Housing & Urban Development



CEDARS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2017-2018

Jennifer Amend

Candace Campbell

Doug Ganz

Jani Gentry

John Goldrich

Jill Gradwohl Schroeder, Vice Chair
Alisha Hanshaw

Katie Mach, Vice Chair

Melissa Newton, Chairperson
Dan Parsons

Becky Perrett

Shirley Pickens-White

Mark Stephens

Eric Weber

Philip M. Young

CEDARS BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2017-2018

Steve Burt

Rebecca Dittrich

Dean Dumler

Connie Geist, Emeritus

Randy Haas, Vice Chair

John Hurd

Dallas Jones

Jennifer Kirkland

Don Kucera

John Kuchta, Vice Chair

Lillie Larsen

Jim Mastera, Vice Chair
Wynn Melhaff

Mick Mickle

Rev. Larry Moffet

Dick Qualsett, Emeritus
J.R. Richardson

Kent Thompson

Chris Wagner, Vice Chair
Jan Zoucha, Chairperson

AN ORGANIZATION YOU CAN TRUST

CEDARS is:

a safe place where children are welcomed night or day
a provider of care for 1,000 children each day

a provider of care for 2,750 children each year

a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization

In the 2016-2017 fiscal year, CEDARS consolidated agencies
spent 89% of all expenditures on services for children.
Percentages are based on the formula set forth by the Better
Business Bureau’s Wise Giving Alliance, whose standard
recommends at least 65% of an organization’s total expenses
be spent on program activities.

CEDARS is accredited through the Council on Accreditation
and the National Association for the Education of Young
Children. CEDARS is a four star charity with Charity Navigator,
a top-rated charity with the American Institute of Philanthropy,
a Better Business Bureau Accredited Charity, and a United
Way partner.
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Four Star Charity

give.org
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CHARITY WATCH

TOP+RATED

2016-2017 Fiscal Year
Expenditures for CEDARS Consolidated:

Services for Children 89%
Administrative & Fundraising Costs 11%
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CEDARS

HOME FOR CHILDREN FOUNDATION

6601 PIONEERS BLVD.
LINCOLN, NE 68506
402.434.543/ cedarskids.org



